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Accountability in the Year 2000
Introduction

Under Section 240.324 Florida Statues, the State Board of Community Colleges and the
community college boards of trustees were to “develop and implement a plan to improve and
evaluate the instructional and administrative efficiency and effectiveness of the State Community
College System.” Specifically, the law mandated that the plans address the following issues:

(a) Graduation rates of AA (Associate in Arts) and AS (Associate in Science) degree-
seeking students compared to first-time enrolled students seeking the associate degree;
(b) Minority student enrollment and retention rates;

(c) Student performance, including student performance rates on college-level academic
skills tests, mean grade point averages for community college AA transfer students, and
community college student performance on state licensure examinations;

(d) Job placement rates of community college vocational students; and,

(e) Student progress by admission status and program.

Five Accountability Measures were developed in response to the legislative issues. Measure one
deals with access, retention, and success. Measure two deals with the performance of AA degree
holders in the State University System (SUS). Measure three tracks the placement and licensure
pass rates of vocational program completers and leavers. Measure four tracks the success rates
of students entering any of the three College Preparatory areas. The final measure considers the
success of students in meeting the requirements of the College Level Academic Skills Program
(CLASP). This report will look at measures one, two, four and five. The results and conclusions
are based upon the data contained in the Accountability reports published for 1993-94 through
1997-98.

Access and Equity
One of the primary goals of the Florida Community College System (FCCS) is to provide access
to the first two years of postsecondary instruction, and to provide that access for all segments of
society. The measure is displayed as a comparison between the ethnic distribution of a given
public high school graduating class and the distribution of the students from that class who
enrolled in the FCCS the following year.
Cohort

The cohort consists of two parts. Part one is all Florida public high school gréduates for a given
year. Part two is those graduates who enroll in the FCCS the following year.

Résults

White students remained the major ethnic group of high school graduates during this five-year
period. In spite of the increasing numbers of black and Hispanic students in the public school
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system, their percentages of high school graduates were basically stable with blacks increasing
from 20.34% to 21.18% and Hispanics from 12.28% to 14.80%.

More dramatic changes were seen in the percentages enrolling in the FCCS. The percent of
white college enrollees declined from 61.42 to 57.18. Blacks increased from 15.41% to 17.74%.
Hispanics increased also, but only from 19.98% to 21.44%.

Retention and Success

In order for students to take advantage of the opportunities provided by either an associate
degree or certificate, that student must stay enrolled and be successfully earning credits toward
the award. This measure provides information on how well institutions are retaining their
students and how successful they are.

Cohort

The total cohort population was defined as those first-time-in-college (FTIC) award seeking
students from the appropriate fall term who earned at least nine (PSAV) or eighteen (AA, AS)
credit hours during the tracking period. The tracking period was for four years for degree
seeking students and two for those seeking a certificate. Retention and success rates are a
combination of other rates. Retention is defined as the sum of the graduation rate, the enrolled in
good standing rate and the enrolled not in good standing rate. Success is defined as the sum of
the graduation rate, the enrolled in good standing rate and the left in good standing rate. The
graduation rate was based upon the number receiving an award. Good standing was based upon a
Grade Point Average (GPA) of 2.00 or above, while not in good standing meant a GPA of less
than 2.00. Left in good standing was based upon those students who had not graduated, were not
enrolled at the end of the tracking period, and had a GPA of 2.00 at the time they were last
enrolled.

Results

Associate in Arts Retention and Success

The percentage of AA degree seeking students earning degrees and/or still enrolled was fairly
constant during this period. Hispanic students had the highest rate of almost seventy percent.
Whites were next with sixty to sixty-two percent and blacks were third with fifty-four to fifty-
five percent.

Success rates were higher than retention. White students lead this category with percentages
ranging from seventy-four to eighty-six. Hispanics were second and the most stable with
percentages between seventy-two and seventy-five. Black students had rates that ranged
between fifty-nine and sixty-nine percent.

Associate in Science Retention and Success




Retention of Associate in Science students was slightly less than that of AA degree seekers.
Hispanic students again lead with percentages between sixty-two and sixty-seven. Black and
white students were very similar with blacks having a higher percentage some years and whites
the other years. The white rate was between fifty-six and sixty-four, while the black rate varied
from fifty-four to sixty-one.

As with the AA degree students, success rates were higher than retention rates for all groups of
students. White students had the highest rate with Hispanics second and blacks third. This
relationship was consistent for all five years. The rate for whites ranged from seventy-five to
eighty-six percent. Hispanic students had between sixty-five and seventy-three percent and
blacks were between sixty and sixty-eight percent.

Transfers to the State University System

The Associate in Arts or AA degree is viewed as a university parallel degree. The primary
purpose is to provide the first two years of postsecondary instruction in such a way that the
student can transfer to the State University System (SUS) and be successful. This measure
indicates the performance of Associate in Arts degree students who transfer to the SUS.

Cohort

The cohort is limited to FCCS transfers who had earned the AA degree prior to transferring. The
report is further limited to native students only and does not include students who transferred
from other institutions prior to receiving the AA degree. The cohort is divided into those
students who were college ready when they arrived on campus and those who needed some
College Preparatory coursework to prepare them for college level courses.

Results

The number of native students earning the Associate in Arts degree and transferring to the SUS
has remained constant over the five years included in this review. Almost ten thousand students
have taken this path with two-thirds of them not requiring any College Preparatory course work
and one-third needing some remedial help prior to taking college level work.

The percent of students achieving a GPA of 2.50 or more has gradually increased from 67.89%
to 72.24%. Similar increases have occurred in both the College Preparatory and Non-College
Preparatory students. The Non-College Preparatory students have increased their percentage
from 68.05 to 72.65. The College Preparatory students have increased from 67.56% to 71.44%.
The percentage of students with GPA’s below 2.0, or the minimum required to remain in good
standing, has declined from 12.78 to 10.96.

College Preparatory Success

College remedial course work in Florida is confined to the FCCS except for Florida A and M
University. Because the FCCS is the primary provider of remediation through the College



Preparatory program, it is important to review how well students who enter those courses are
able to complete their requirements so that they can begin regular college level work. Based
upon the results of the Common Placement Test, students may require assistance in reading,
writing or mathematics.

Cohort

This measure is based upon the entrance exam results for two groups of students. The first is the
number of degree-seeking FTIC students. The second is prior year high school graduates who
were dually enrolled in the FCCS while still in high school. This second group is not classified as
FTIC because they bring college credit with them, but since they are actually at the beginning of
their collegiate career, they are included in the cohort for this measure. Of these students, the
report shows the number failing a portion of the test and enrolling in College Preparatory courses
within two years of the exam. The report then displays the number and percent of the enrolled
students who passed the highest level course within that same two-year period.

Results

The exit rates vary by area and by major ethnic group within areas. Mathematics continues to be
the hardest area for students to successfully complete. Almost half the College Preparatory
enrollments tracked for this measure were in this area. The overall exit rate for mathematics
ranged from forty-two to forty-five percent. White students had both the largest number of
students and the highest exit rates. Their rates were between forty-three and forty-eight percent.
The exit rates for Hispanics fell into the same range as that of whites. Blacks had lower exit
rates all five years with the actual values between thirty-four and forty percent.

Writing was the second most successful area with overall exit rates ranging from fifty-nine to
sixty-five percent. Hispanics were the most successful ethnic group with rates between sixty-two
and sixty-nine percent. Unfortunately, the rate has been steadily declining during this period.
The rate for blacks declined for four years in a row, but increased in the fifth year. The values
were between fifty-five and sixty-two percent. Whites had the most stable rate of the three
groups, ranging form sixty to sixty-four percent.

The area exhibiting the most stable exit rates was reading. Overall, the rate was between sixty-
one and sixty-four percent. Both white and black students had stable rates ranging from sixty-
seven to seventy percent and from fifty-six to fifty-nine percent respectively. The rate for
Hispanics varied the most, from fifty-five to sixty-three percent. In direct contrast to their
writing results, the rate for reading was increasing.

CLAST

Beginning in 1982, Florida established a rising junior competency program known as the College
Level Academic Skills Program (CLASP). The purpose of this program was to ensure that all
students entering the upper division would have the skills necessary to be successful. The
primary means of ensuring students had these skills was via the College Level Academic Skills
Test (CLAST). Students are required to meet the requirements of CLASP prior to being awarded
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an AA degree. Since 1996 (?) alternative methods of meeting CLASP, based upon SAT/ACT
standardized tests scores or selected course work, have been in place. Since this measure is
based upon the cumulative results for students who have earned 60 or more hours, some of these
students may have meet the CLASP requirements via an alternative rather than the test.

Cohort

This measure displays the number of students tested and the percent awarded a passing score, for
each CLAST subtest and for all subtests combined. The pool of students was all students,
excluding transfers, who have obtained 60 or more college level credits earned at a particular
institution. Only CLAST scores prior to September 1997 are included.

Results

The results of the CLAST are presented both by the four subtests areas of essay, mathematics,
reading and language and by whether or not the student needed College Preparatory course work.
As with the College Preparatory exit rates, the lowest success rate is for mathematics; and the
spread among the four subtests appears to have grown larger over time. The overall passing
rates for students who needed College Preparatory is more than twenty points less than that of
students who were ready when they arrived on campus.

White students have the highest passing rates of the three major ethnic groups, but the spread is
less for the prepared students than for those needing College Preparatory course work. Hispanics
were consistently in second place, with blacks third. The overall percent of College Preparatory
students passing the various subtests of the CLAST in 1998 ranged from 66.08 for mathematics
to 83.36 for the essay. For prepared students the range was from 88.51 for mathematics to 94.02
for the essay.

Both overall and subtest performance appears to have declined in 1998 compared to prior years.
However, caution must be used in comparing 1997 and 1998 due to the introduction of
alternative methods of meeting the CLASP. The introduction of alternatives has led to a decline
in the number of students taking the test, as seen in the drop in the total number tested between
1997 and 1998. Since the alternatives are based upon SAT/ACT test scores or course grades,
students meeting the alternatives tend to be the better students in both groups. This means the
poorer students are actually taking the test, and thus the passing rate appears to be declining. The
only way to determine the current passing rate of students is to have data on both the test and the
alternatives. The Division of Community Colleges has begun a data collection process that
includes information on both, but that process was not in place during the time included in this
review.

Conclusions
Individual Measures

The FCCS is enrolling prior year high school graduates in patterns that are similar to the ethnic
distribution of the prior year’s high school graduates. Of the major ethnic categories, the
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proportion of Hispanics is far greater than would be expected based upon their proportion of high
school graduates. This group comprises14.80% of high school graduates and 21.44% of college
enrollees. The proportions of whites and blacks are less than would be expected. Whites are
61.04% of the high school graduates and 57.18% of the college enrollees, while blacks are
21.18% of the high school graduates and 17.74% of the college enrollees. The FCCS continues

to provide the major entry point to postsecondary education for prior-year public school black
and Hispanic students.

Success rates tend to be higher than retention rates for both the Associate in Arts and the
Associate in Science degree students. Hispanic students have the highest retention rates and
white students the highest success rates among the three major ethnic groups.

The FCCS continues to prepare AA degree students for success in the SUS. While the number
of native students transferring has remained stable, the average GPA has increased by one tenth
of a point. This increase in GPA has been accompanied by an increase in the percent of students
with GPA’s over 2.5 and a decrease in the percent of students with GPA’s less then 2.0.

Approximately sixty percent of students enrolling in needed reading or writing College
Preparatory course work successfully exit within two years. The exit rates for whites and
Hispanics are higher than that of blacks. Mathematics remains the area of College Preparatory
with the most students and the -
lowest exit rate.

The CLASP requirement continues to be more of an obstacle for College Preparatory students
than for those who were ready when they entered college. As with the College Preparatory exit
rates, mathematics has the lowest pass rates for all groups of students. However, by the time
students have earned 60 credits toward the degree, most are able to meet the requirement. The
apparent decline in passing rate between 1997 and 1998 was due to the introduction of CLAST
alternatives and not to a change in student preparation level. The 1999 Accountability process
will have access to data on both the test and the alternatives.

Overall System

The Florida Community College System continues to provide the major entry point to
postsecondary education for minority students, especially Hispanics. Preparation is the key to
success. Students who arrive on campus ready to enter college level work tend to past CLAST at
a higher rate. However, once a student has received the AA degree, former College Preparatory
students do just as well in the SUS as those who were college ready.

Produced by the Office of Educational Services and Research, Division of Community Colleges
325 West Gaines Street, Suite 1344, Tallahassee, FL 32399-0400
For more information, contact Dr. Pat Windham, Director of Educational Effectiveness and Research
Individual college data are available on campus as part of the Accountability Data Reports.
Institutional charts for each section of this report have been shared with the college’s Reports Coordinator.

FLORIDA COMMUNITY COLLEGE SYSTEM

Department of Education » 1314 Turlington Building » 325 W. Gaines Street » Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0400
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